PREFACE

THE humorist who said that a preface is quite
literally a "foregone conclusion" was not without
justification: it too often consists of an attempt to
sum up in nervous English the theories which the
book is to endeavour to justify. I have read the
following pages so often myself that I do not feel
equal to the task of summarizing their contents: if,
In the words of Mr. Culchard, I were to say that they
appear to me to contain " profound truths stated with
masterly precision," that would be of little help to
the reviewer.

Let me for his benefit try rather to say what the
book is not: it is not an autobiography, as indeed
why should it be? it is not a defence of public
schools, though it Is In some measure an attempt to
explain them: it Is not an apology for the Church
of England, for I agree with King George III that it
needs none: it is not a treatise on education, for it
would be silly for a small market gardener to attempt
in his retirement to produce a standard work on
Agriculture as a whole. It is not (I hope) pontifical,
though it is undeniably personal, and though it is
occasionally didactic I trust that it Is not dull.